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Press Release

25 September 2008

Strategic Forum for Construction meets to review latest initiatives to improve Health and Safety in industry 

The Strategic Forum for Construction met on the 18 September, the first meeting since the Rt.Hon. Nick Raynsford MP took the Chair.  The focus of the meeting was on the Health and Safety Task Group.  Specifically, their second report to Government outlining the actions taken to improve health and safety within the industry.  

The report confirms positive industry action in delivering the commitments outlined in the Framework for Action arising form DWP Secretary of State’s Construction Forum in September 2007.

One recent initiative includes the creation of a process for sharing information on incidents, near hits and best practice to prevent recurrence; taking forward innovative ideas to improve competency within the industry and; working towards improving support mechanisms for smaller builders.

The next report will be produced at the beginning of 2009.

John Spanswick, Chair of the Health and Safety Group said ‘The health and safety record of the construction industry continues to be a source of much concern for the industry.  I believe that this report shows that the industry is not complacent about addressing the issues and has already taken positive action.’
The group has also achieved success in addressing the health and safety issues within the tower crane sector through the production of guidance and safe crane campaign.  John Spanswick stated “In all my years working in the industry I have never before witnessed such a collective spirit.  The bringing together of a fully representative sector with open and constructive debate resulted in a suite of best practice guidance of which we can be proud.  I believe this model should be a blue print for the industry and I look forward to driving forward other priority areas in the same way.”

The Group will launch its Safe Crane Campaign at 11.30am on 26th September 2008 at the Battersea site on Wandsworth Road.  Senior industry figures, workers and representatives will attend marking also the 2nd anniversary of the Battersea Crane fatalities.
In supporting the work of the Tower Cranes Working Group the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, James Purnell said, “construction workers and tower crane operators have the right to expect a safe working environment. I'm pleased to see the way the industry has worked together to produce this important guidance, let's make sure it gets put into action.”
End

Notes for editors:

1)
The principal role of the Strategic Forum for Construction is to coordinate, monitor, measure and report on progress under 4 key agendas.  The Health and Safety Group is a sub-committee of the Strategic Forum, working in collaboration in delivering on the health and safety agenda. 

2)
The Strategic Forum for Construction is the only construction forum that seeks to represent the whole of the construction community.  It comprises senior members of the constituent organisations who are committed to addressing the health and safety issues of the construction industry through ownership, leadership and partnership.  The forum’s activities are both proactive and reactive but at all times seek to work in partnership across the industry to achieve long term improvements.
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