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PRESS RELEASE
12 September 2008
Strategic Forum for Construction Tower Crane Group Launches a Range of Initiatives to Improve Health and Safety in Tower Cranes 

One year since its creation, the Strategic Forum Tower Crane Group is pleased to announce a range of initiatives that will make a real difference to the health and safety practices within the tower crane sector.  All guidance documents will be available free to download from the Strategic Forum website. Pocket sized copies of the Tower Crane Operator Best Practice will be distributed to all UK tower crane operators.

1. Guidance on the Planning and Liaison Process for the Erection, Climbing and Dismantling of Tower Cranes and Site Inductions for Tower Crane Teams -  This guidance covers the complete site management structure that should be in place for the safe usage of cranes from start to finish. It also includes advice on conducting site specific inductions for tower crane operators and teams.

2. Competency Guidance Document – sets out minimum qualifications and additional competency requirements for all those involved in the planning and use of tower cranes
3. The Maintenance and Thorough Examination of Tower Cranes Best Practice Guidance – provides advice to ensure the effective maintenance of tower cranes and their continued safe and efficient operation over time. It is aimed primarily at tower crane owners, and those managing and carrying out the maintenance and through examination of tower cranes.
4. Tower Crane Operator Best Practice Guidance - written for both tower crane operators and those in control of tower crane operations from supply to site management.  It seeks to provide an overview of the working conditions industry expects to ensure the health and safety of operators and all those who may be affected by their operations.  

5. Sharing Information on Incidents/Near Hits – The group has in recent months been sharing information on incidents/near hits involving tower cranes to establish what lessons can be learnt, this will continue into the future.

6. A ‘Safe Crane Campaign’ will be established in partnership with Considerate Constructors Scheme to communicate with the public. It will involve a ‘Safe Crane Campaign’ poster on site hoardings with the contact details of the site manager and further information available on the Strategic Forum website.

John Spanswick, Chair of group, said, “I am immensely pleased with the work of and tangible actions produced by this group, which I think can act as a model for the industry of what can be accomplished on a issue when it works together.”

In supporting the work of the Tower Cranes Working Group the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, James Purnell said, “construction workers and tower crane operators have the right to expect a safe working environment. I'm pleased to see the way the industry has worked together to produce this important guidance, let's make sure it gets put into action.”
There will be a launch of the Safe Crane Campaign on 26th September 2008 at the Battersea site on Wandsworth Road .  This also marks the 2nd anniversary of the Battersea Crane fatalities.

The Tower Crane group will meet again on the 11th of December 2008, in order to review the impact of current initiatives and agree what further action needs to be taken.

Notes for editors:

1. The Strategic Forum for Construction Health and Safety Group, chaired by John Spanswick, is a sub group of the Strategic Forum for Construction.  It is the only construction forum that seeks to represent the whole of the construction community.  It comprises senior members of the constituent organisations who are committed to addressing the health and safety issues of the construction industry through ownership, leadership and partnership.  The forum’s activities are both proactive and reactive but at all times seek to work in partnership across the industry to achieve long term improvements.

2. The Tower Crane Group was created as a forum to improve the planning, management, operations and communication of tower crane activities across the whole of the construction industry.  Members of the group represent the key players in the industry. 

Further information:

Shelley Atkinson-Frost

Director, Health and Safety

55 Tufton Street

Westminster, SW1P 3QL

Tel: 020 7227 4553 Fax: 020 7227 4521
Email: shelley.atkinson-frost@thecc.org.uk
Simon Storer, External Affairs Director 
Construction Products Association

Tel: 020 7323 3770 Fax: 020 7323 0307

Mobile:07702 862 257

E-mail:  simon.storer@constructionproducts.org.uk 

All information can be found at: www.strategicforum.org.uk
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