[image: image1.jpg]STRATEGIC JFORUM

FOR CONSTRUCTION

Bay 261, 151 Buckingham Palace Road,
London SW1W 9SS

T. 020 7215 3711
F. 020 7215 0896
E. stratforum@dti.gsi.gov.uk





PRESS RELEASE

Strategic Forum for Construction appoints new Chairman

The Strategic Forum for Construction has announced that its new chairman is to be James Wates, deputy chairman of the contractors’ umbrella body the Construction Confederation.

The appointment takes immediate effect and follows the recent re-structuring of the Forum designed to encourage a more strategic overview of its agenda.

James Wates joined the family company, Wates Group, in 1983 and was appointed a Director of the Wates Group in 1997.  He has also held the positions of Marketing Director and Chairman of Wates Interiors and is currently Director of Corporate Development and Corporate Responsibility. He is also a Board member of the Construction Industry Training Board-ConstructionSkills.  

The Construction Confederation, which James Wates will also chair from June 2006, will take over the secretariat of the Strategic Forum from the Construction Industry Council.  

The Forum’s deputy chairman is to be Roy Harrison, President of the Construction Products Association.  He will move into the Forum chair in June 2007 when the Construction Products Association inherits the secretariat.  Formerly Group Chief Executive of the Tarmac Group, Roy Harrison is chairman of Renew Holdings plc, formerly known as the Montpellier Group, and a non-executive director of builders’ merchants BSS plc.

The recently-revised structure of the Forum comprises of six members: Construction Industry Council, Construction Clients Group, Construction Confederation, the Construction Products Association, NSCC/SEC Group and the TUC. Key themes for the Forum’s work will be health & safety, sustainability, integration and conservation, repair and maintenance. 

Commenting on his appointment, James Wates said: “It gives me great pleasure to take the Chair of the Forum. Never has there been such potential for positive change in our industry and the Forum is a key driver of this change.

“I am very much looking forward to leading the Forum’s work on our key strategic issues. I see the Forum operating very much like the captain on the bridge of the ship, taking an overview and steering a true course ahead; the important work of the Forum members, who have the ability to deliver, is in the engine room driving forward our agenda.”
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