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Forum sets strategic agenda for sustainability

The Strategic Forum for Construction has decided to put sustainability into clearer focus by acting as a hub for the many industry initiatives already underway.

The Forum’s quarterly meeting, themed to focus on sustainability, acknowledged the vast amount of work on sustainability being carried out across the whole of the construction sector and highlighted the need to draw together the various threads.

Operating as a strategic umbrella, the Forum will initially focus on two key issues:

· Reducing the amount of waste going to landfill and

· Reducing carbon emissions

Working with expert partners the Waste and Resources Action Programme and The Carbon Trust, the Forum’s Sustainability Group, chaired by Ian Coull, will draw up an action plan with measurable targets.

The Forum also identified the need for the participation of the whole supply chain and the pivotal role played by clients who can ensure early involvement of integrated teams enabling designers, materials suppliers and contractors to work together for a sustainable construction process.

Strategic Forum chairman James Wates said: “Every part of the supply chain has an important contribution to make towards achieving success because this process will only be as strong as its weakest link.

“We know there is a tremendous amount of work being carried out on sustainability which is why it is so important that the Forum utilises its strengths as a strategic body to take an overview and draw the various strands together. While we will focus on ‘bite-size’ key targets – starting with the reduction of waste going to landfill and the reduction of carbon emissions – we will still be very aware of the many broader issues.”

Mr Wates added: “Of course, while the Forum carries out this work, other groups and organisations will continue to drive their own agendas and develop the excellent initiatives already underway. The Forum’s work is intended to bring greater clarity and focus to an already busy agenda”

Notes

1. The recently revised structure of the Forum comprises of six members: Construction Industry Council, Construction Clients Group, Construction Confederation, the Construction Products Association, NSCC/SEC Group and the TUC. Key themes for the Forum’s work will be health & safety, sustainability, integration and conservation, repair and maintenance. 

2. The Forum’s Vision is for the UK construction industry to realise maximum value for all clients, end users and stakeholders and exceed their expectations through the consistent delivery of world-class products. 

3. The four key areas that the Strategic Forum for Construction (SFfC) is focusing on are:  client engagement; integrating teams and supply chains; people issues; and enhancing the value of the product.

4. Six headline targets have been developed to address the key areas of focus. The targets were distilled from the recommendations made in Accelerating Change.  The principal role of the SFfC is to coordinate, monitor, measure and report on progress under the headline targets. Where it is felt that sufficient progress is not being made under a particular target new initiatives are being considered. 

5. The SFfC does not act as an operational body. Its strategy is being implemented via the Construction Umbrella Bodies, ConstructionSkills, Constructing Excellence, new CRISP and other implementation bodies together with the wider stakeholders in the construction industry where appropriate. 
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