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Construction Confederation welcomes Health & Safety Framework For Action

The Construction Confederation has welcomed the Health & Safety Framework for Action agreed at today’s industry meeting called by the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions Rt Hon Peter Hain MP.

The meeting was arranged to address the rise in construction fatalities with particular focus on the house building and refurbishment sector.

The Framework for Action  will be taken forward by the Strategic Forum’s Health and Safety Task Group who will provide a progress report to government by the end of the year.

The key agenda items for the Task Group include:

· Sharing Best Practice

· Raising levels of individual and corporate competence

· Encouraging worker involvement

· Closer working throughout the supply chain

· Tackling the impact of the informal economy and false employment status

John Spanswick, Chairman of the Strategic Forum Health & Safety Task Group told the meeting it was important to establish positive and visible leadership; to share both Best Practice and ‘near hits’ on site; to ensure a minimum site safety accreditation and consultation process; to address both the  number and competency of supervisors; and to establish the mandatory use of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE).

Speaking after the meeting, Shelley Atkinson-Frost, the Construction Confederation’s Director of Health & Safety said: “The meeting presented a fantastic opportunity to raise the profile of health and safety across the industry and, in particular, within the house building and refurbishment sector.

“Clearly, while there have been great efforts and a significant improvement in performance since the summits of 2001 and 2004, our industry needs to redouble its efforts and find a way to make a cultural and behavioural step change.

“It was encouraging to see such a common consensus of views and the Confederation is looking forward to playing its part in meeting the challenge of the ideas raised at what was a very constructive meeting.”

 In addition to looking at the role of Government as a client and raising the profile of safety representatives, Peter Hain agreed to look into the withdrawal of Government funding for the highly successful Worker Safety Advisor Challenge Fund.  This scheme facilitates worker consultation on small projects and achieved greater worker involvement and consultation on health and safety issues. 
Although the national programme has been stopped, the National Federation of Builders are  funding and delivering a WSA pilot scheme in the North East in partnership with UCATT.  This is the only scheme being delivered within the industry.

Notes to editors:

1. The Construction Confederation is the main representative organisation for building and civil engineering contractors within the UK construction industry, one of the largest and most diverse sectors within the British economy. 

2. The Confederation consists of:

1. British Woodworking Federation (BWF)

2. Civil Engineering Contractors Association (CECA)

3. Major Contractors Group (MCG)

4. National Contractors Federation (NCF)

5. National Federation of Builders (NFB)

6. Scottish Building
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