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PRESS RELEASE
23 October 2007

Forum urges more firms to sign up to Construction Commitments

The Strategic Forum for Construction (SFfC) is urging more businesses to sign up for the industry’s Construction Committments. 

Some 300 organisations have already backed the 2012 Construction Commitments initiative and now the Forum has extended the principles to other public sector work through the launch by the Housing Corporation of its own social housing version.  All Investment Partners in receipt of grant funding as part of the Housing Corporation's 2008-11 National Affordable Housing Programme (NAHP) will be required either through the Partnering Programme Agreement route (Registered Social Landlords - RSLs) or the Grant Agreement route(unregistered bodies - URBs) to adopt the principles of the 2012 Construction Commitments Affordable Housing Provider version in the construction and delivery of new homes.

These Commitments identify 6 key areas in the construction process that relate to the performance and behaviour of the industry: client leadership, procurement and integration, design, sustainability, commitment to people and health & safety  – a programme that suggests the commitments are the natural successor to the Latham and Egan reports.

The Forum believes that it is now timely to develop a generic version of the Construction Commitments so that the UK construction industry can sign up to these Commitments whether or not they are involved in the 2012 programme.  Work is underway with the Forum’s 2012 Task Group to develop these in to a generic version for the Industry..

Peter Rogers, who chairs the Forum’s 2012 Task Group, said: “We want as much of the industry as possible to sign up. Companies should not be discouraged if they can’t meet every commitment down to the last letter.  We are looking for commitment to the principles and for companies to show an earnest intent to engage.”

Strategic Forum chairman Mike Davies added: “We are hoping to extend the commitments across the industry  – and we are delighted that the Housing Corporation has already launched its own social housing version” 

ENDS

Notes

1. The Strategic Forum comprises of six members: Construction Industry Council, Construction Clients Group, Construction Confederation, the Construction Products Association, NSCC/SEC Group and the TUC. Key themes for the Forum’s work are health & safety, sustainability, integration and conservation, repair and maintenance. 

2. The Forum’s Vision is for the UK construction industry to realise maximum value for all clients, end users and stakeholders and exceed their expectations through the consistent delivery of world-class products. 

3. The Strategic Forum for Construction established the 2012 Task Group to act as a focal point for liaison between the industry, the Government and London 2012 Olympic authorities (the ODA and LOCOG) to help ensure the successful delivery of the London Olympic facilities and infrastructure. 
4. The Housing Corporation The Affordable Housing Provider version text can be downloaded at http://www.housingcorp.gov.uk/upload/pdf/2012_construction_commitments_agreement.pdf

5. The 2012 Commitments can be downloaded from http://www.strategicforum.org.uk/2012CC.shtml
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