[image: image1.jpg]STRATEGIC JFORUM

FOR CONSTRUCTION

Bay 261, 151 Buckingham Palace Road,
London SW1W 9SS

T. 020 7215 3711
F. 020 7215 0896
E. stratforum@dti.gsi.gov.uk





PRESS RELEASE

29 October 2007

Strategic Forum drive forward health and safety agenda.

Constuction leaders have endorsed the constructive approach of the recent Tower Crane summit and responded positively to the challenge set by Peter Hain M.P, Secretary of State at the Department of Work and Pensions, in overseeing the delivery of the Framework for Action.  

The Strategic Forum Health and Safety Group has welcomed the opportunity to bring about change and improvement in health and safety issues across the industry with all members offering their commitment.  

It was agreed that the following ‘task and finish’ working groups would take forward the individual agendas:

1. Sharing Information 

Chair – Stephen Ratcliffe, Construction Confederation

Review methods of sharing information working towards establishing a single route to information on areas such as best practice and ‘near hits’. 

2. Competence

Chair – Simon Mantle, National House Building Council

Drive forward the competency agenda for site workers and review pre-qualification processes.

3. Worker Involvement

Chair – Alan Ritchie, Union of Construction, Allied Trades and Technicians

Ensuring effective worker enagement and consultation on construciton sites.

John Spanswick, Chair of the Strategic Forum Health and Safety Group, welcomed new members to the group and expressed the benefit of a broader more representative team. 

 Following the meeting he said: 

“Members fully recognise and appreciate the serious challenges in health and safety within our industry and were keen to talk in detail about how these issues can be addressed. We had a full and lively debate on how we can take this forward and have agreed  that we will set measurable targets for action in both the short and long term.  The working groups will work hard to set their action plan at the earliest opportunity to ensure they effect change as soon as possible.

I appreciate the individual and organisational committment made to ensure that action is taken.  We are collectively responsible for improving our health and safety picture and consider it a privilege, as the primary representatives of the industry to take leadership on this issue.”

The Health and Safety Group will continue to report to the Lord McKenzie, Minister responsible for Health and Safety,  on progress and will provide an update by the end of the year to the Secretary of State on taking forward the Framework for Action agreed at the Construction Forum on 17 September 2007.  

The Group will meet every four months to review progress.  The next meeting will take place at the end of February.

-Ends-

Editor’s notes
1. The principal role of the SFfC is to coordinate, monitor, measure and report on progress under 4 key agendas.  The Health and Safety Group is a sub-committee of the Strategic Forum, working in collaboration in delivering on the health and safety agenda. 

2. Organisations which attended at the meeting (new members in italics):

	Association of Project Safety

	Civil Engineering Contractors Association

	Considerate Construction

	Construction Clients Group

	Construction Confederation

	Construction Industry Council

	Construction Plant Hire Association

	Construction Products Association

	ConstructionSkills

	Consultants Forum

	Department for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform

	Engineering Construction Industry Association

	Federation of Master Builders

	Health and Safety Executive

	Home Builder Federation

	Institution of Occupational Safety and Health

	Local Authority Building Control

	National Federation of Builders

	National House-Building Council

	National Housing Federation

	National Specialist Contractors Council

	Office of Government Commerce

	Scottish House Builders Health and Safety Forum

	Specialist Engineering Contractors Group

	Union of Construction Allied Trades and Technicians



Further Information: -

Simon Storer, External Affairs Director 
Construction Products Association

Tel: 020 7323 3770

Fax: 020 7323 0307

Mobile:07702 862 257

E-mail:  simon.storer@constructionproducts.org.uk
Shelley Atkinson-Frost, 

Construction Confederation Director of Health & Safety

020 7227 4553 or shelley.atkinson-frost@theCC.org.uk 
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