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PRESS RELEASE
20 November 2008
Strategic Forum Health and Safety Group: reports working

 groups’ progress and establishes new working groups

The Strategic Forum Health and Safety Group has reported on the progress of its working groups and agreed the establishment of two new task and finish groups.

The Sharing Best Practice Group, chaired by Stephen Ratcliffe (Construction Confederation) has completed its task of creating a web portal for sharing information and best practice.  This can be viewed on http://www.strategicforum.org.uk/handsr.shtml.  

The Competency Working Group, chaired by Simon Mantle (NHBC) seeks to raise the competency levels across the industry and is working on 3 proposals:  
1. Client as Leader: By early 2009 the group will produce standard text to be inserted into a client's specification or used to prompt the designer to assist the client in setting expected standards of health and safety on the project.  The focus will be on small clients.

2. Industry Licensing: The Working Group has had some preliminary discussions around the possibility of exploring a form of industry licensing or compulsory training.  Further discussions and research will take place.

3. Induction: Inductions are required by law but there is a concern that inductions are not being delivered on all sites in the UK and where they are being delivered, the standard of delivery can be mixed. A proposal is being worked up to ensure that the generic components of the site induction process are standardised and delivered via the same platform as the existing ConstructionSkills’ health and safety test.  The industry will still be responsible for delivering a site specific induction providing specific information about conditions on the site and specific site rules adopted by the contractor.

The Group will firm up the proposal, consult with industry and seek to pilot the scheme in 2009.

The Worker Engagement Working Group chaired by Alan Ritchie (UCATT) seeks to improve worker engagement across the industry and is working on 2 proposals:

1. Guidance on worker involvement: Targeted at small and medium sized companies in construction, providing some legal background but mainly gives information on practical, tried and tested methods.  This should be published by end of 2008.

2. Worker Safety Advisor (WSA) scheme:  Based on its agreement of the success of the scheme the Working Group decided it would work towards a reinstatement of a WSA scheme. Discussions are taking place with the broader industry to agree format and mechanisms of delivery.

Tower Crane Working Group

All tower crane guidance has now been published and can be downloaded from the Strategic Forum website http://www.strategicforum.org.uk/towercranes.shtml. The working conditions guide has been distributed to every tower crane operator and all members were provided with a copy at the meeting.

The Group meets finally on the 11 December and will consider how it will monitor industry take up of the guidance.

The Safe Crane Campaign was launched at Battersea on 26 September on the 2nd year anniversary of the incident and was well attended by Strategic Forum members, campaigners, local MPs, members of the public and HSE.  300 tower crane posters have been distributed since September and many hits recorded on the Considerate Constructors Scheme website.

The Health and Safety Group also agreed to establish 2 new working groups:

1. Plant Working Group

Harnessing the success of the tower crane sub-group and recognising the continuing health and safety challenges created by the use of plant on UK sites, Colin Wood, Chief Executive of CPA agreed to chair a Plant Working Group.

2. Communications Working Group

This Group will seek to find ways of reaching the estimated 20% of the industry currently not engaged on health and safety issues and will be chaired by Edward Woods, Chairman Scottish House Builders Health and Safety Forum.

Chairman of the Health and Safety Group John Spanswick was pleased with the progress of the groups commenting: 

“The working groups have showed innovation and collaboration in driving forward these issues:  Working together we have created a web area for all within the industry to access to gain benefit from best practice examples and near hit incidents and; we have an exemplary suite of guidance for the UK tower crane sector which is also being implemented by our international colleagues.  

“This group and its working groups will continue the challenge to deliver the Industry’s Framework for Action and help to improve the health and safety standards of the UK construction industry.”

Notes for editors:

1. The Strategic Forum for Construction Health and Safety Group, chaired by John Spanswick, is a sub group of the Strategic Forum for Construction.  It is the only construction forum that seeks to represent the whole of the construction community.  It comprises senior members of the constituent organisations who are committed to addressing the health and safety issues of the construction industry through ownership, leadership and partnership.  

Further information:

Shelley Atkinson-Frost, Director, Health and Safety, 

Tel: 020 7227 4553   Email: shelley.atkinson-frost@thecc.org.uk
or
Email Rachel Done at rdone@strategicforum.org.uk
All information can be found at: www.strategicforum.org.uk

c/o Construction Industry Council


London, WC1E 7BT





T. 020 7399 7400


F. 020 7399 7425


























