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PRESS RELEASE
15 October 2007

Strategic Forum seeks your views on the barriers to integration

The Strategic Forum for Construction is seeking information from firms in the construction industry about their experiences of the barriers to project team integration and supply chain integration. This information will be used to develop a programme to further promote integration within the industry. 

The Forum would like to hear from all interested parties - their questionnaire can be completed on line or downloaded at  http://www.strategicforum.org.uk/itgs.shtml. 

All returned information will be treated in the strictest confidence.

Barriers so far identified include: 

· Industry Culture

· Industry Capabilities and Capacity

· Procurement, Contracts and Payments

· Engagement with the Supply Chain

· Understanding of Cost v Value v Risk

A detailed review of each of these barriers is also available on the Strategic Forum website.

At the same time, the Construction Clients’ Group (CCG) is launching a survey of its own members in November.  Their aim is to establish how many CCG members are practising an integrated approach. This can be completed at 
http://www.constructingexcellence.org.uk/sectorforums/constructionclientsgroup/
Martin Nielsen, who chairs the Forum’s Integration Task Group, said: “We want as much of the industry as possible to respond to this survey. The views of clients and companies from all parts of the supply side are welcomed. Their responses will help to shape the future work of the Strategic Forum.”

Mike Davies, Chairman of the Strategic Forum for Construction: “We are hoping that through these two surveys we will get a real feel for whether project team integration and supply chain integration are increasing across the industry.  We are also hoping to learn from these surveys how some of the key barriers to integration can be overcome.”
ENDS

Notes

1. The Strategic Forum comprises of six members: Construction Industry Council, Construction Clients Group, Construction Confederation, the Construction Products Association, NSCC/SEC Group and the TUC. Key themes for the Forum’s work are health & safety, sustainability and integration and procurement.  

2. The Forum’s Vision is for the UK construction industry to realise maximum value for all clients, end users and stakeholders and exceed their expectations through the consistent delivery of world-class projects. 

3. The Strategic Forum for Construction established the Integration Task Group in March to specifically review the business case for integration and how best to promote integration. 

4. The Integration survey can be completed on line or downloaded from http://www.strategicforum.org.uk/itgs.shtml
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